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A message from the principal 

The second semester has just started and we are busy making plans for next year. Students 

will be registering for courses for the 2013-2014 school year in the next several weeks. 

Please check the Guidance Office news on page 10 for more information on the registration 

process. I strongly encourage students and parents to discuss plans for high school after 

graduation, so the most appropriate courses can be chosen. 

The WD school district continues to move forward with our construction projects at West-

ern Dubuque High School and Cascade High School. At WDHS, we are finalizing plans on 

a new office space that will allow us to lock the front doors after school starts, directing all 

traffic through our office. The fine arts area, which will include a music room, band room, 

and auditorium, is also taking shape.  We are excited about the future of our fine arts pro-

grams. 

Western Dubuque High School is proud to announce the creation of a fine arts booster club.  

This organization will represent the choir programs, band, drama, speech, and dance.  They 

will be kicking off a capital campaign to raise money to help equip the auditorium.  This 

will be a permanent organization that will continue to provide funds to these programs in 

the future.  I hope you will consider supporting this organization.  Look for more infor-

mation to be posted on our website in the very near future.   

This is an exciting time for Western Dubuque High School!  Go Bobcats! 

Dave Hoeger 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your email, please 

contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us or call her at 563-876-3442 ext. 3001.   

Yearbook information 
 

BY BEN RESSLER, YEARBOOK ADVISOR   
 

The 2013 YEARBOOKS ARE GOING FAST!  Yearbooks are on sale for $57 until March 29.  

Final counts are due, and no extra books will be ordered! This year’s book has increased by anoth-

er 16 pages, which means way more coverage. Photos in this year’s book have unbelievable clarity, 

and we have over 20,000 photos already taken.  Get your extra-large yearbook today! Bring a $57 

check to Alice Ostwinkle in the Activities Office to buy yours today.   

Semester I report cards and parent-teacher conferences 

First semester report cards were mailed home on Jan. 24. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please contact the Guidance Office at (563) 876-3442 ext. 3005.   

Parent-Teacher conferences will be held  from 3:30-8:00 p.m. on March 19 and 21 in the WDHS 

main gymnasium. Third quarter report cards will be handed out at this time. We look forward to 

seeing everyone there. 

Inclement weather make-up days 

The Dec. 20 snow day will be made up on Tuesday, April 2 and the Jan. 28 snow day will be made 

up on Wednesday, May 29.  Any additional days that we miss will be made up at the end of the year. 

http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/
mailto:laura.hoerner@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us
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The Main Event 
BY MARIAH BALMER 

The sixth annual Main Event show choir invitational will be 

held Feb. 23 at Western Dubuque High School. The Main 

Event is a show choir competition hosted by Western Dubu-

que’s show choirs, 5th Avenue and Aristocats. Entrance for 

the day is $10. Food is to be served all day in the cafeteria 

with a smoked pork dinner in the evening. Performances start 

at 8 a.m. in the main gym and continue until awards at 6 p.m., 

with breaks for the judges and lunch in between. At 7 p.m., 

the final competition begins. 

There will be 19 groups competing throughout the day for the 

six final placements, plus Western Dubuque’s own 5th Ave-

nue and Aristocats will perform as exhibitions. Dubuque 

Wahlert’s groups—Impulse and Impact—will be in attend-

ance along with West Delaware’s groups—WD Forte and 

Crescendo. 

The Main Event is Western Dubuque’s major show choir 

fundraiser; it covers about 75% of the show choirs’ cost. It is 

an amazing experience for everyone involved and dazzling to 

watch. With 21 show choirs performing and showing an 

enormous amount of talent, it will surely be a day you won’t 

want to miss! 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY KATHY MAUSSER 
 

Pictured left to right: Taylor Mausser (9), Ali Brown (11), Megan Koehn (12), 

Mary McAllister (12), Mariah Balmer (12), Abby Rollins (11), Bailey Benn (12), 

Kirsten Anderson (12), Lauren Peterman (12), Conner Mausser (10), Stacey Sig-

warth (12), Haley MacInerney (9), Sabrina Vonderhaar (12), Dakota Tell (12), 

Brianna Kennedy (12), and Brooke Bockenstedt (10). 

The Mock Trial teaches 

students about the 

court system 
BY REBECCA WEBER 

 

Juniors and seniors of Ms. Rogers’ 

sociology class have arranged a fictitious trial called “Mock 

Trial” to help them learn about the Defense and Crime Unit. 

The Mock Trial helps the students bring the unit to life. This 

helps them grasp the concept of what a trial entails instead of 

reading about it in a textbook.  

The Mock Trial has three main key points: to have a crime 

take place, to investigate, and to have the trial. Most crimes 

are murders that are acted out between teachers and students. 

Later, as the students investigate, everyone has their own 

role. Some of these roles include: a lawyer, an FBI agent, a 

CSI investigator, a judge, a forensic scientist and even a po-

lice officer. A number of these roles help students later find a 

career option in the study of sociology. Members of the stu-

dent body make up the jury of the trial. Testimonies are made 

at the trail and explain the suspect’s involvement in the 

crime. After the trial, the jury decides whether or not the sus-

pect is guilty.   

Ms. Rogers says, “The Mock Trial is one of the students’ 

favorite activities in the class because it is spectacular, fun 

and includes other students.” 
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National Honor Society 
BY BRADLEY WARNER 

Amanda Steffen, advisor of the National 

Honor Society, sat down and answered 

some questions on the subject of the organ-

ization and how one may be able to partici-

pate in the National Honor Society. 

“The National Honor Society is a group of 

students who can strive to obtain scholar-

ships, gain leadership roles, create strong 

characteristics, and help the community,” 

said Steffen.  

For a student to join NHS, he or she has to 

fill out an application form. “The criteria 

that a student needs are a certain amount of 

voluntary community service, a display of 

leadership qualities, and an excellent GPA 

range. A sophomore’s GPA must be 3.0 or 

higher, and juniors, as well as seniors, 

must have a GPA of 3.3 or higher. Once 

the form is filled out, a group of teachers 

review the documents and pick the most 

impressive applications,” explained Stef-

fen.  

Students may ask themselves what the 

beneficial factor is for joining NHS and 

how this will provoke them to be better 

leaders. “Students are involved with differ-

ent activities, and one of the most known is 

the Candy Grams. Students take control of 

the activities and must have responsibility 

for leadership; they must know whom to 

send the product to after receiving the 

money, and take part in community service 

outside of school,” said Steffen. 

The students are also expected to have the 

following attitude: “Representing good 

characteristics, doing well academically, 

[and]having good leadership skills. [I]f a 

grade falls, the student will be put on pro-

bation from National Honor Society, and if 

they do not raise it back up to the GPA 

they must have, the student will then be 

removed from NHS,” explained Steffen. 

When asked why someone would want to 

run such an exclusive club, Steffen replied, 

“When I was in high school, the National 

Honor Society had a major impact on my 

personality and characteristics. NHS gives 

students the chance to branch off into lead-

ership roles, and I am inspired by what the 

students can do for the community.” 

Forms for National Honor Society will be 

available in the beginning of February.  

Students will be informed of the specific 

date in the daily announcements.   

New website addressing teen issues 

BY CAROL FREEZE, JUVENILE COURT SCHOOL LIAISON 

Iowa Department of Public Health, in partnership with Iowa State University Exten-

sion and Outreach, has launched an interactive website for teens on information about 

common teen issues.  The website is designed to show teens they have the control 

over choices they make.  Youth wanting to learn about alcohol, tobacco, drugs, body 

image, bullying, suicide, fitness, nutrition, social circles, teen pregnancy or sexual 

health, should log on to this site.  A wonderful aspect of this site is that it contains a 

blog, which offers information on specific teen issues as well as encouragement to 

teens who are confronted by peer pressure. 

A live chat feature on the site is also available for youth to talk to teen counselors on 

health topics. 

Lastly, a teen line is available 24 hours a day, seven  days a week at 1-800-443-8336.  

For more information, visit the website: http://www.IAMincontrol.org  

WDHS competes in the Winter Special Olympics 
 

BY BRITTNI WENDLING 
 

The Western Dubuque Special Olympic athletes recently competed in the Winter 

Olympics. The Winter Olympics were held at Sundown on Jan. 14 and Jan. 15. The 

students competed in multiple cross country ski races. Caleb Ernzen (10) competed in 

the 100-meter cross country ski race and earned a second place silver medal. Lee 

Greenwood (10) competed in the 1K cross country race and earned a second place sil-

ver medal. Lee also competed in the 500-meter cross country race and won a first place 

gold medal. Brennen Koopmann (10) won gold in both of his races. He competed in 

the 500-meter and 100-meter cross country races. Jeff Leibold (11) won a first place 

gold medal in both the 1K and 500-meter race. Michelle Neumann (9) competed for 

her first time in the Winter Olympics and won two third place bronze medals in the 

100 meter and 500 meter. The athletes were all successful and encouraged by their 

coaches, Laurie Fallon and Tom Andrews. Congratulations to the athletes who compet-

ed in the Winter Olympics! 

PHOTOGRAPH BY LAURIE FALLON 

Pictured left to right: Caleb Ernzen, Brennen Koopmann, Stacy Kass (mentor), Rebecca Hoefler 

(mentor), Michelle Neumann, Emily Goedken (mentor), Lee Greenwood, Brandon Weber 

(mentor), Jeff Leibold, and Mark Zalaznik (mentor) at this year’s Winter Olympics. 
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A day in the life of a secretary 

BY MORGAN THOMAS 

The Westerner staff was granted V.I.P. access into the daily life of secretary Lynn Vaske last week. Working 

for the Western Dubuque School District since 1994—starting in the transportation industry—the proud aunt of 

four current students at WDHS says that her day here “starts at 7:30 every morning.” Vaske declares that when 

she walks through the lobby doors, she goes straight to her desk in the office and begins her day. Her day con-

sists of checking emails and voicemails, resolving attendance issues, greeting visitors, aiding students with a 

variety of problems, typing letters and making announcements. When asked what she does in her free time dur-

ing school hours, she answers, “I like going for walks sometimes when it’s warm out.” Vaske’s favorite school event is Homecom-

ing week, where she says she is often asked to participate as a judge for dress-up days or be involved in the pep rallies. Regarding 

safety circumstances here at Western Dubuque, Lynn says that she “can’t wait for the new controlled entrance.” Vaske also states 

that she has “huge respect for law officials and officers,” and greatly appreciates their involvement at Western Dubuque. Lynn 

then proceeds to close with, “You know, I really love my job, the students and the people I work with.”  

WDHS dress code 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY DEMAURI NEEALY 

I’m sure I’m not the only one wondering about Western 

Dubuque’s dress code. I interviewed Carol Freeze to find 

out what exactly our high school’s dress code entails. I kept 

my questions simple and straight to the point. The first 

question I asked Carol was: 

What exactly is a dress code? 

CF: A dress code is an important part of our district’s focus 

to maintain a positive academic environment. 

 

What are some examples of dress code violations? 

CF: Headwear of any kind, hats, scarves, hoods, sweat-

bands, etc., clothing that exposes undergarments such as bra 

straps, underwear, etc., pants worn below the waistline, spa-

ghetti straps, tube tops, halter tops, and backless tops. 

That’s just to name a few. 

 

Are they’re any issues in students following the dress 

code? 

CF: No, there aren’t any huge issues with the students here 

following the dress code. Once in awhile, we have a few 

students who violate the dress code, but not on a daily basis. 

 

What are the consequences for the students who violate 

the dress code? 

CF: I keep a bag of T-shirts in my office.  [Students who 

violate the dress code] will be asked to cover the clothing, 

change the clothing, or a call home to have a parent bring 

appropriate clothing to school. 

 

Do you think WDHS should wear uniforms? If so, what 

would it be?  

CF: Yes, I was thinking that a red polo shirt and black pants 

would look nice. 

 

It’s very important that all WDHS students follow the dress 

code at all times. The dress code maintains a positive learn-

ing environment for everyone. 

Broken but healing 
 

BY NICOLE VALENTINE 

 

Everyone in Western Dubuque, in Iowa, and in the United States 

has heard about the tragedy that happened on Dec. 14, 2012 in 

Newtown, Connecticut. A man went in to Sandy Hook Elementary 

School and shot 20 students, ages 6-7, and six adults. 

It’s been over a month and people are starting to ask questions 

about gun control. With all of the shootings that have happened in 

the past year, people are continuing to get upset. People argue that 

with stricter gun control, these kinds of disasters wouldn’t happen. 

Others say that killers will find a gun with or without strict laws, 

and the government shouldn’t take the second amendment rights 

away from good, law-abiding citizens.  

The people of Newtown are speaking up, too. They have formed a 

group called Sandy Hook Promise. This group wants to see 

change. They want the Sandy Hook Shooting to be a stepping 

stone to alterations; although, according to an article published by 

Associated Press on Jan. 14, 2013, they haven’t stated any specific 

changes they want. "We want the Sandy Hook school shootings to 

be recalled as the turning point where we brought our community 

and communities across the nation together and set a real course 

for change," says group co-founder Tom Bittman. 

Newtown is healing. They have received so much support, accord-

ing to CNN correspondents David Ariosto and Susan Candiotti.  

They have received over 150,000 letters from around the country 

and around the world, telling of everyone’s support for the fami-

lies and the community there.  

Yet, they are still hurting. The adults and the students who were 

there that day will not forget it, but they can move forward from 

this. Everyone can learn from this tragedy.  
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FFA news 

West Dubuque FFA has had a long job of restoring at 1952 Farmall H.  The tractor was a 

learning experience for students in the Agricultural Mechanics classes over the last couple 

years, giving them many challenges that they normally would not see when restoring a trac-

tor.   

“It started off as a nice tractor that smoked a lot, and ended up being a very expensive engine 

that purrs like a kitten,” agricultural education instructor Matt Lansing states. “This tractor 

has had everything done, and is probably better than the day it rolled off the factory assembly 

line.”   

The 1952 Farmall H will be raffled off and given to the new owner(s) on March 13, 2013 at 

the 51st West Dubuque FFA Banquet. Tickets are $15 each or 6 for $50.  All proceeds are 

being used to improve equipment in the Agricultural Education program.  “We have ideas for 

future raffle tractors. Green ones tend to be more expensive to purchase and repair, but stu-

dents would like the opportunity to complete a larger 4020, or 4320 John Deere. One like that 

is not possible with the budget and number of tickets we sell right now—maybe after these 

projects get off the ground and people see the quality of work students can do. Everything, 

even the paint, was completed by high school students!”   

Many local businesses helped out making the project possible, including Fangman Auto, 

Autotech, Carquest, Sherman’s Implement, Grove Auto, Westside Auto and Machining, 

Franzen Family Tractor Parts, Roeders Implement  and Matt Waller Painting.  

If interested in tickets, call Mr. Matt Lansing at 563-876-3442x3044 or stop by the school.  

Check out the tractor on the WHDS FFA Website as well.   

https://sites.google.com/site/westdubuqueffa1962/ 

Activities Department  

Have you been there?   
 

BYJOHN HLUBEK, MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR  
 

Western Dubuque students are providing the communities of our 

school district some of the best entertainment in eastern Iowa, and, 

for that matter, the state. 

Band, vocal, speech, drama, school organizations, clubs and athletics 

all are performing at a high level.  Why, when was the last time 

Western Dubuque had its girls and boys basketball, wrestling and 

bowling teams all in the top 10 rankings in the state? We do now. 

Have you been to any of our winter events? If not, please take the 

time to see how hard the Western Dubuque students work to make us 

proud of our school district.  The 7th and 8th graders compete at the middle school in Farley at 

4 p.m.  High school events in Epworth start at 4 p.m., 4:30 p.m. or 6 p.m., depending on the 

sport and the level of competition. All schedules and times can be found at wamacconfer-

ence.org. 

It is great to have the support from our community at the state tournaments, but we need the 

support during  season as well, so the teams and coaches can make this possible. So grab your 

spouse, kids, grandparents, neighbors and friends, and attend a Western Dubuque activity.  I 

thank you ahead of time for attending some good, clean family fun. 

John Hlubek 

Activities Director 

Pictured above: The 1952 Farmall H to 

be raffled off on March 13 at the 51st 

West Dubuque FFA Banquet.  Buy your 

tickets for a chance to win today! 

Prom preparation: the 

glitz and the glamour 
 

BY GABI SCHANER & FAITH GIRARD  

The season for prom is fast ap-

proaching, and everyone is getting 

ready for another wonderful time. 

Prom is to be held on from 8 p.m. 

until midnight on April 27 at the 

Peosta Community Centre. The 

theme this year will be the “Roaring 

20s.”   

Even though prom is not just around 

the corner, students can get their 

dresses early. There will be a dress 

show at Farley Memorial Hall on 

Feb.17, with its runway show start-

ing at 2 p.m.  The show will be fea-

turing over 60 of the newest fashions 

of the year. Doors open at 10:30 

a.m.  

Another event that will allow stu-

dents to get their dresses early is the 

upcoming dress exchange to be held 

from 4-8 p.m. in the Peosta Commu-

nity Centre. Prom dresses, shoes, 

accessories and more will be availa-

ble for purchase.  The event will also 

allow for students to visit with seam-

stresses, make-up artists, spray tan 

experts and stylists. If you would 

like to sell a dress, shoes or accesso-

ries, simply drop them off at the 

Peosta Community Centre from 

1until 4 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 17 and 

8 a.m. until noon on Saturday, Feb. 

23. For more information on these 

events, contact the office at WDHS. 



February / March    Page 6 Student Articles  

Student Council update 

SUBMITTED BY REAGAN HOEFLER  

Student Council has been very busy over the past few months. Along with 

many smaller activities such as 12/12/12 events and preparing something 

special for the 100th day of school, we have been hard at work planning 

some of the year’s biggest events. 

Members of Student Council will be attending the WaMac Leadership Con-

ference on Feb. 6 at Maquoketa High School. While there, they will ex-

change ideas with area schools and build on their leadership skills. 

In addition, it’s time to clean out your closet! The Peosta Community Cen-

tre, along with KDST Radio, is holding the first-annual Glitter & Glamour 

Prom Consignment Sale from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Monday, Feb.  25. There 

will be gently-used prom and Homecoming dresses, formal shoes, accesso-

ries and gloves available for purchase at very affordable prices. In addition, 

there will be over 20 booths to visit including stylists, make-up artists, spray 

tan experts and more. You can also visit with an onsite seamstress and watch 

the runway show sponsored by Always & Forever Bridal. If you wish to sell 

a dress or other items, you can drop them off at the Peosta Community Cen-

tre at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 17 or from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 

23. Hope to see you there! 

Another big project is our annual March Madness week lasting from Mon-

day, March 11 to Friday, March 15. It is a week full of fun activities to help 

keep away the winter gloom and add a little extra fun to the school day. 

Some of the events are Rough n’ Tough Volleyball, Senior Survivor, Mr. 

WD High and the March Madness Dance. We encourage everyone to partic-

ipate in the events and come out and watch! 

Lastly, prom is right around the corner already! This year, prom will be held 

at the Peosta Community Center on Saturday, April 27, with after-prom to 

follow at the high school. We would appreciate any donations. If you have 

something you would like to donate please contact the school, Mr. Danner, 

or any Western Dubuque student. Get ready for a great night!  Let’s make 

2013 a great year! Go Bobcats! 

Cheerleaders at hockey game 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY TRISHA BLOCK 

I sat down with cheerleader Marilu Gomez to dis-

cuss last year’s hockey game, followed by the 

cheerleaders being invited back to perform again 

on March 1. 

What was it like when you first found out you 

would be performing at the hockey game last 

year? 

MG: It was my first year of cheerleading for wres-

tling, but I was pretty excited! 
 

What can you tell me about the routine you had 

to perform? 

MG: The routine wasn’t overly difficult, but per-

fecting it was a lot harder! 
 

Can you describe your feelings on performance 

day? 

MG: I was so pumped until show time.  Then I 

started to get nervous. 
 

What did you feel like after the performance? 

MG: I was relieved it was over and excited, too. It 

was the type of excited where you are shaking. 
 

The cheerleaders have been invited back to per-

form again this year. What do you think of that? 

MG: I am pumped to preform again. It’s going to 

be awesome. 
 

I heard the performance is going to be harder 

this year. Are you ready? 

MG: Bring it on. I like a challenge. I’m excited to 

learn the routine and work a lot harder. 
 

What is your advice to the new girls? 

MG: Don’t be nervous or freak out and work hard. 

You’re set if you do this. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

After sitting down with Marilu, I sat down with 

Mr. John Hlubek. 
 

What do you think of cheerleaders performing 

at the hockey game? 

JH: They did an excellent job repre-

senting the school and themselves. 

They have come so far, and [they] 

are hard, dedicated workers. 
 

How do you think they are com-

ing along this year? 

JH: They are heading in the right 

direction, and the booster club is 

very impressed with them. Altogether, I am proud 

of them! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The cheerleaders have truly worked hard this year 

and are ready to show everyone else that it has paid 

off. 

Bobcat boys bowling 
BY JAYDE GARTNER 

Boys bowling at Western Dubuque has a history of rocking the alleys in 

years past. State champs for the past two years, the Western Dubuque 

Bowling team has been practicing hard this 

season since early November to keep this 

tradition going. Participating in eight 

meets so far this season, Luke Maiers says, 

“The team is doing pretty well this year.” 

Their district meet is on Feb. 14, and, if 

our Bobcats win, they advance to State. 

“[Bowling] is really fun,” says Luke. He 

encourages you all to come out for bowl-

ing next year. Best of luck to our boys this 

season at Districts!  
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The girls soccer season is fast approaching 
 

 

BY CORRINA SAVOLT 
 

In the previous season, the girls’ soccer team had a great year with a record of 6-7. Win or lose, the girls’ team 

stuck  

together and worked their hardest.  With the new season fast approaching, Coach Zangara is already getting every-

one prepared.  Every Monday there is open gym from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. “It’s a great way to catch up on practice, get in shape 

in time for the season and learn how to play or just hang out with your teammates,” said Coach Zangara. The girls team also has a 

Clarke league before the season begins, which is another great way to prepare for the upcoming season. 
 

The 2013 season officially begins March 18. The team will continue many of the same things as last year, such as having pool 

workouts every Wednesday (it helps the girls strengthen their muscles and also relax), team bonding, the team dinner the night be-

fore a game, etc. This year, the girls team would also love to see more fans in the audience; the more people, the more confidence 

they get. This season, the soccer team will graduate six seniors, so all newcomers are welcome. If interested, see Coach Zangara. 

Along with the new season, the team has gotten a new assistant coach—Coach Mobile. Madeline Mobile coached at Senior High 

School two years before coming to Western Dubuque. This is her first year at WDHS. Everyone is excited to have her here. With the 

new help from Coach Mobile, the girls soccer team will work from last year and become a better team.  

Bobcat basketball is something to cheer about  

BY MOLLY BECKER 
 

I remember the thrum of the crowd as we went to the locker room. The disappointment of a loss, but the satisfaction of state run-

ner-up finish, hung over everyone’s head.  

The ride home was quiet. All of our voices were gone.  

As this boys’ basketball season at Western Dubuque rolls on, we all hope for state again, even though it won’t be the same without 

our senior players from last year. Cameron James, for example, I remember slam-dunking the ball in a game against Dubuque 

Wahlert during districts. 

But with their departure opens doors for others. Spencer Haldeman, a sophomore, has joined the starting lineup. Cole Otting and 

Nolan Baumhover, also sophomores, have moved up and are playing in most varsity games. 

Every layup and 3-pointer pushes us toward the Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines and another state tournament. The crowds are 

growing bigger and louder, the excitement is starting to swell.  

Every practice, every cheer, every game lessens the distance to state.  

As a member of the cheer squad, I still remember the screaming crowd in Des Moines last year — and the burn in my throat as my 

voice goes. I remember looking up and seeing our sweating faces, along with our classmates’ on the big screen.  

Every outstanding win pulls us closer. Undefeated so far this year, we’ve beaten Marion, 72-53; Center Point-Urbana, 74-36; Ma-

quoketa, 55-34; Anamosa, 65-36; Mount Vernon, 63-32; Solon, 75-46; and Columbus, 68-37. 

The crowd claps and stomps to “Awoogah” along with us all season, a cheer that signifies the pride we carry for our team and be-

ing Bobcats. Every fight song draws us closer. The excitement grows in the squad and in the crowd. 

The idea of state is such an attractive idea, you just wish to possess it. This season we’re all looking toward state. We wait in antic-

ipation for what the rest of the season will bring. 

*This article was first featured in The Gazette and on the Iowa Prep Sports website.  The Western Dubuque High School Creative 

Writing and Journalism students would like to thank The Gazette’s  Community Sports Editor J.R. Ogden for his informative 

presentation and the exciting opportunity that he has offered our student writers.  Stay tuned for more WDHS student articles on 

the Iowa Prep Sports website! 

 

This issue of the Bobcat Bulletin has been brought to you by the 2013 spring semester Creative Writing and  

Journalistic Publications students at Western Dubuque High School.   
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Valentine’s Day: past, present, and date ideas! 
BY JAYDE GARTNER & NELLIE WELSH 

Valentine’s Day—the epitome of love—some may say it’s overrated or cliché to say the least. Others might live for the day itself. 

No matter what your stand on the subject is, we have a must-read article for your date night—whether it is with your lovely self, or 

your lovely date! 

Valentine’s Day has been celebrated since the fifteenth century. Although the original “Valentine’s Day” was not a day renowned 

for affection and love. It was a day to celebrate the Catholic saint, St. Valentine, who performed acts of love out of the goodness of 

his heart. Nowadays, it’s an excuse to show the ones you love how you feel for them romantically and affectionately. 

In our diverse high school, many rate themselves differently on the romance scale form 1-10. Louis Connolly (9) believes he is a 

12, while Chance Ingles (12) believes he is at a staggering -4. However, Chance’s perfect date was mildly romantic, despite his 

attempts at a gangster-esque tone. Colleen Hoffmann’s (12) statement on romance is a beautifully depicted thought. She says, 

“Romance is sweet, but when it is used sparingly. Be sweet, but don’t try to lavish them.” These words of wisdom are great advice 

for anybody who is planning a date for his or her sweetheart. 

If you are trying to decide on a way to express your love to your special someone (even if that someone is yourself), our classmates 

have given us some neat ideas for the special day. For a simple idea, Madison Hines (10) said, “My perfect date would be for a guy 

to have a pizza box, asking me to be his valentine.” Now, this idea works perfectly for any gender. If you are looking for a way to 

be a bit more like a Nicholas Sparks novel, Colleen has another great idea for you! “Go on a walk and talk about everything, like 

books and movies. Then go back to one’s house and snuggle under blankets and watch a good movie and drink tea or hot cocoa,” 

says Colleen. Both ideas are equally romantic, but in different ways. Find out what your date’s romance level is before planning 

anything. If you are planning a classic dinner date, the Epworth Methodist Church is having a Valentine’s Day  Dinner to raise 

money for their youth group. 

If you are planning to celebrate Singles Awareness Day, like our very own Ian Minnihan (11), you can never go wrong with a 

movie night! Or have a few friends over to have some dateless fun! Whatever you do, make sure you enjoy it. Crying in the corner 

like Chance is not a recommend pastime for this holiday. Treat yourself to something nice!  

Relationship status poll 
 
 

BY BRITTNEY FRIES 

 

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner, and love is in the air! Maybe 

you’re going to take your partner out for a nice date, or you’re keeping 

your eyes open for “the one.” Maybe you celebrate Single’s Awareness 

Day instead, and are a proud loner who just celebrates for the free choc-

olate. No matter what type of relationship you’re in, or even if you’re 

not in one at all, why don’t you take a look at how much love (or lack, 

thereof) Western Dubuque students are giving and getting this year! 

 

 

We make talking to walls look cool 
 

BY NICOLE VALENTINE 
 

Speech season has started at Western Dubuque. Speech 

is a unique activity offered here. It is open to anyone 

who has the time and dedication. Speech starts in No-

vember and goes until the end of March. The Speech 

team meets every Tuesday and Thursday, where they 

work on their pieces—mostly acting/performing piec-

es— that will be performed at the WAMAC, District, 

and maybe State and All-State Speech Competitions.   
 

The Speech team’s first performance was at Mount 

Vernon on Jan. 14, 2013. This was the WAMAC Com-

petition. All four activities entered did a great job, scor-

ing high with the judges.  
 

The District Speech Competition decides whether or 

not groups will get the opportunity to perform at State. 

Districts were held Saturday, Jan. 19 at Cascade High 

School. All groups performed fantastically and two 

groups won over their judges enough to score I’s, 

which means they move on to perform at State. The one

-act play, “Cooking Can be Murder,” and one improvi-

sation group are to perform at the State Speech Compe-

tition.  
 

State Speech is Saturday, Feb. 2 at Dubuque Senior 

High School. Good luck to all those performing.  

GO SPEECH! 
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Artist spotlight  
 

BY ABBY GLOECKNER 

   

Jenna Prier is a sophomore at Western Dubuque 

High School. Her hobbies and interests include 

cheerleading, playing soccer and hanging out 

and shopping with her friends. Although Jenna 

likes art, she doesn’t want to pursue a career in 

it.  She would like to attend college for athletic 

medicine. Jenna’s picture that she painted was 

made in the painting class offered here at 

WDHS. She used tempera  to paint this piece 

and named her masterpiece “Girl in Puddle.”  

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ABBY GLOECKNER 

Jenna Prier  (10) is pictured here with her work “Girl 

in Puddle.”   

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 
 

BY ROBYN DAUSENER 
 

As St. Patrick’s Day nears, we decided to go out and 

see how many Irishmen and Irishwomen there are 

among us. After asking a mix of teachers and stu-

dents at WDHS, this is what we ended up finding 

out:  

 

(Just a little fun fact for everyone: Out of all the  

people who were asked if they were Irish, five of 

them were redheads, and none of them were Irish!) 

What are the Special Olympics? 
 

BY BRITTNI WENDLING 
 

According to the Special Olympics Organization, “The mission of Special 

Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competitions 

in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual 

disability, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, 

demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, 

skills and friendships with their families, other Special Olympics athletes 

and the community.” I recently had the chance to meet with Laurie Fallon, a 

special education teacher at Western Dubuque High School, to learn more 

about what Special Olympics is centered around. 
 

BW: What are the Special Olympics? 

LF: Special Olympics are competitions for individuals who want to be in-

volved in sports activities, as well as social opportunities with other people. 

It is for ages 7 to 97, and it has 25 different competitive sports. 
 

BW: Where and when are the Special Olympics? 

LF: The Special Olympics are held at area and state venues. They are in 

Davenport, Eldridge, Ames, Des Moines, Iowa City, Dubuque and in our 

area. The Special Olympics are held year-round, with different events taking 

place and different sports competitions. 
 

BW: Who participates in the Special Olympics? 

LF: In the Western Dubuque area, we have two teams. One team is at West-

ern Dubuque High School and has eight current athletes involved in track 

and field, bowling, skiing, cheerleading, bocce, and power lifting competi-

tions. We have an adult team in Dyersville, who also are in a variety of 

competitive sports. They compete against people in the whole state of Iowa. 
 

BW: Who helps with the Special Olympics? 

LF: Anyone who is interested in volunteering their time, energy and enthu-

siasm is welcome to help with the Special Olympics. 
 

BW: What do the students win after competing in the Special Olym-

pics? 

LF: When the students compete in the area events, they win ribbons from 

first place to eighth place. First place winners advance to State, where they 

are awarded medals for first, second and third place. First place then earns a 

gold medal and can advance to nationals. 
 

BW: Do you have anything you would like to add about the Special 

Olympics? 

LF: Special Olympics is encouraging more people to be involved in unified 

competition where Special Olympic athletes partner with non-Special  

Olympic athletes and compete together while building friendships and pride. 
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Driver education summer 

2013 tentative offerings 
 If your son or daughter is interested in the 

Summer Driver’s Education program, there 

are programs available. Please contact 

Becky Gasper in the Guidance Office at 

563-876-3442 ext. 3005.  The information 

is also available on our website: 

http://www.wdhs.wdubque.k12.ia.us/?Pa

geName='Guidance'  

ACT test - April 13, 2013 
Sophomores and juniors should consider taking the ACT college entrance and placement test offered at WDHS on Saturday, April 13.  Registra-

tion packets can be picked up in the Guidance Office.  Students may register online at www.act.org with the use of a credit card.  Students are 

advised to prepare for this test by stopping by the Guidance Office to pick up a practice test booklet, checking out the practice test CD or using 

one of the many online practice tests.  For  more information on ZAPS ACT workshops, see www.zaps.com or stop into the Guidance Office 

and see your counselor.   

SENIOR NEWS  
Scholarships 
 

We have several new scholarship opportunities for seniors that 

have just been posted.  Please stop in the guidance office for a 

complete list of scholarships available at this time. 

Scholarship information can also be found on our web site: 

http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName='Guidance'   

“Fill Out the FAFSA Day” 
Don’t pay someone to do a service that is offered for FREE. 

The College Planning Center will offer free help filling out 

your FAFSA forms from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 

23 at the University of Dubuque.  No appointment necessary.  

For more information, please call 877-272-4692.    

College & career fair  
 

On Tuesday, Jan. 22, the Western Dubuque High School Guidance Department sponsored a College & Career Fair for our current sophomores 

and juniors. Students had the opportunity to meet with 30 different colleges, the armed forces and local unions. Students received information 

from the various agencies and could visit with their representatives. This was a great opportunity for us to show our students that there are a vari-

ety of schools and career choices out there. This fair was very beneficial to our registration process here at the high school because it can lead 

students towards certain career pathways. This fair serves as the beginning of the college process. 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

Alumni 
Please contact Becky Gasper in the guidance 

office at (563) 876-3442 ext. 3005 or email her 

at Becky.Gasper@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us if you 

are interested in posting pertinent information 

regarding upcoming class reunions on our web 

page.  She would also like to have updated in-

formation on our alumni.  Any name change, 

marital status, address, phone number, etc., 

would be appreciated. 

2013-2014 registration 
 

We will be having registration for the 2013-2014 school year for our current 11th, 10th & 9th graders as follows:  current juniors will register the 

week of Jan. 28, current sophomores will register the week of Feb. 4, and current freshmen will register the week of Feb. 18.  The incoming 

freshmen will have an orientation on Monday, Feb.27 and will start their registration process the week of Feb. 25.   

 

We have activities planned during Bobcat Groups to help students choose a career pathway.  The career pathways will help students choose 

their courses for next year.  Please talk with your child regarding the registration process.  

 

To view a curriculum guide, you can go to the WDHS website and click on the “Guidance” link or go to the following site: http://

images.pcmac.org/SiSFiles/Schools/IA/WesternDubuqueCSD/WesternDubuqueHigh/Uploads/Forms/WDHS%20All%20Curriculum%2012-

13.pdf   

 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the registration process, please contact Becky Gasper in the Guidance Office at 563-876-3442 

ext. 3005. 

Sophomore class 

ring orders 
 

Thursday, Feb. 14, 2013 during 

extended 4th period, the Jostens 

representative will be meeting 

with the sophomore class to 

discuss and pass out information regarding the 

ordering of their class rings. All orders will be 

collected during all lunch periods on Thursday, 

Feb. 21, 2013. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

http://www.act.org/
http://www.zaps.com/
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Madalyn Welty (12) drives against a CPU guard on Nov. 30, 2012. 
 

Bobcat girls basketball: the time is now 

BY MADELINE CLARK & HAILEY KETTERING 

The Western Dubuque girls basketball team is currently leading the WAMAC East 

Division and is sitting at the number five spot in the 4A Iowa ranking.  Thus, the team 

is more driven and competitive than ever before. Led by Coach Amy Ostwinkle and 

captains Madalyn Welty, Paige Koerperich and Brette Correy, they are competing not 

only for a division win, but also striving for a ticket to State. 

They hit the court with their hard-to-beat defense which leads to their well-developed 

offense. Some might think that starting a freshman is a risky case, but not with the de-

termined Megan Maahs in the middle. With only her first glimpse at high school bas-

ketball, she’s already seeing court time with varsity. Seniors Welty and Koerperich 

have an impact on the overall point scoring, varying from deep threes to unstoppable 

drives. Welty leads the team, earning 15.3 points a game, and Koerperich adds with her 

6.8 points a game. The offense, of course, would be nothing without senior point guard 

Brette Correy, averaging 15 assists per game. In addition, junior Zoey Weber, varsity 

player since freshman year, comes in a close second in rebounding, averaging 7.2 a game. 

When asked what the team’s goals were this year, Coach Ostwinkle replied, “Winning the conference-WAMAC East. We’re just 

going to take it one game at a time.” Assistant coach Cindy Bell also commented, “Getting a ticket to State, Des Moines!” An-

swering the question of what is different this year, considering the team, Ostwinkle said, “Mainly, all the experience. Most of 

these girls have been playing varsity for a while, and also the commitment. Girls willing to work in the offseason and in practice 

make this team all that much better.” 

Where some teams only see each other on the court, and lack the chemistry needed to perform their best, this team has been to-

gether since they’ve been young, and has a bond no other team can compare to. Even with the new freshman and various grade 

differences, this team works together to reach their common goal. 

 

*As of Jan. 22, the girls are no longer leading the division.   

Cheerleaders Attend Capital One Bowl 

BY TRISHA BLOCK 

Two Bobcat Cheerleaders, Shelby Dausener and Sabrina Vonderhaar,  both sen-

iors coached by Mrs. Bogosian, were sent down to perform at the Capital One 

Bowl on Jan. 1. Mrs. Bogosian thought we were sending down two great people 

who would represent the squad well. She is hoping to send more girls back next 

year. The tryouts are not mandatory, but it is an amazing opportunity. The more 

girls that try out, the better chance there is to make it. The girls tried out during 

their summer stunt camp. They were selected by members of the American 

Cheerleading Stunt Academy. Mrs. Bogosian said, “This will look good on their 

cheerleading resumes; it shows their dedication to the sport and personal goals.” 

Shelby Dausener, captain of the wrestling squad, was one out of two girls 

picked to go down and perform. Dausener said, “Tryouts were nervous, but I 

was pretty confident.” It was a great opportunity for her last year of cheer. She 

also said, “When I was on the field, it felt real, like everyone’s eyes were on 

me.” Dausener has recommended that all the other cheerleaders try out this 

coming year. The cheerleaders have come along way since the beginning of the 

year and hope to continue advancing. 

Varsity Wrestling 2012 

 BY RACHEAL HOWARD 

 

This year’s varsity wrestlers have been doing 

very well. Due to their current records, there are 

some young men who might have a good 

chance of making it to state: Morgan Hall (12)

with a current record of 19-7, Blake Kass (12)

with a current record of 24-3, Dawson Nem-

mers (12) with a current record of 27-2, Austin 

Hosch (11) with a current record of 29-5, Bryce 

Hoerner (11) with a current record of 22-14, 

Brennan Koerperich (11) with a current record 

of 30-5, and Ryan Kluesner (10) with a current 

record of 20-15. On Thursday, Jan. 31, they 

will be wrestling at Davenport North at 6 p.m.. 

Districts are also coming up on Feb. 9 and State 

will be held Feb. 13-16. We hope all the wres-

tlers do very well in the weeks leading to these 

two very big meets. 
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Student book reviews 
 

A review of “Shiver” by Maggie 

Stiefvater 
 
 

BY BRITTNEY FRIES 
 

If you were to curl up with a copy of Maggie 

Stiefvater’s “Shiver,” you would have a difficult time putting it 

back down. Taking place in Mercy Falls, Minnesota, good-girl 

Grace falls for Sam, a boy with a wolfish curse that comes when 

cold weather strikes the town.  
 

Stiefvater’s characters are in-depth and have excellent background 

stories to fit with them. Because of the characters’ distinctly sepa-

rate personalities, Stiefvater has successfully been able to change 

the point of view from character to character when beginning a 

new chapter. However, because some chapters are rather short, it 

can seem that the point of view changes too often. Scenes are also 

occasionally dragged out a bit too long. The detailed description 

of the settings and characters, though, makes up for that. The read-

er can almost see what is going on in front of their eyes and hear 

the emotions in every word. After giving us “Lament: Faerie 

Queen’s Deception” and “Ballad: The Gathering of Faerie,” 

Stiefvater has pulled it off again with “Shiver.” The novel has won 

the 2010 Midwest Booksellers’ Choice Award for Children’s Lit-

erature, Amazon’s Top 10 Books for Teens, and Glamour’s Best 

Book to Curl Up With, as well as many others. 
 

The story of Grace and Sam doesn’t stop with “Shiver,” though. It 

is only the first of the Wolves of Mercy Falls Trilogy; the other 

two books, the sequel, “Linger,” and the final book, “Forever,” are 

also wonderful books. So, if you’re in the mood for a story about 

werewolves and a relationship that is threatened to be lost, I would 

recommend picking up “Shiver” today. 
 

 

 

 

“Beautiful Creatures” book  

review 
 

BY COLLEEN HOFFMANN 

 
At the midnight premiere of the wonderful movie “The Hobbit,” I 

watched a preview for a new film called “Beautiful Creatures.” 

Seeing that it was based on a book, I quickly bought a paperback 

copy. I was not disappointed. It all starts in Gatlin, South Carolina: 

a forgotten small town where nothing exceptional really happens. 

All of that changes when Lena Duchannes moves into town. Told 

from the main character Ethan Wate’s point of view, this book 

takes you through what happens when small-town life is interrupt-

ed by the supernatural. “Beautiful Creatures” is a stellar young 

adult story, covering love, loss, chaos, corruption and a little bit of 

everything else. I would highly recommend this book to any teen-

ager who enjoys the supernatural. 

 

Film review of “Silver 

Linings Playbook” 
BY CHEYENNE PUETZ 
 

When I first saw previews for 

“Silver Linings Playbook,” I 

knew I had to see it; there was 

no reason why I could miss see-

ing a movie with such an amaz-

ing cast. Starring Bradley 

Cooper, Jennifer Lawerence, 

Robert De Niro, Jacki Weaver 

and Julia Stiles, this film, directed by David O. Russell, is a 

dramatic comedy that shows the fundamentals of having 

family, as well as friends, that love you through the good 

times and the bad times. With amazing performances from 

every actor and a great script, “Silver Linings Playbook” 

had me smiling the whole time.  
 

Set in Philadelphia in 2008, recently divorced Pat Solitano 

(Bradley Cooper) has just gotten out of a mental hospital 

after having eight months of treatment for his bipolar disor-

der. When Pat gets out, he is determined to get his life back 

to normal, and his first step is getting his wife back. The 

plan does not start off smoothly though, due to the stress 

from his parents (Robert De Niro and Jacki Weaver) and his 

odd meeting with a woman named Tiffany (Jennifer Law-

erence), a young widow who uses dance as her therapy. The 

two begin to form a strange friendship and soon grow to 

enjoy each other’s craziness that seems to always be present 

in their lives.  
 

“Silver Linings Playbook” is not the type of movie that eve-

ryone will enjoy, but it is going to be one of my favorites. 

Keeping me laughing and smiling throughout its entirety, 

the film definitely deserves its eight Oscar nominations, as 

well as all the praise it is currently getting.  
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Creative writing corner 

 

Definition of Love 
 

BY MORGAN TOMAS 

 

Love may have a different meaning to you. 

But love, for me, is too good to be true.  

It is passionate kisses and romantic dates. 

Lovers forever, and sweet chocolate's taste,  

A gift for love may be roses as such. 

All different colors and soft to the touch. 

Love is the words as you kiss him goodbye, 

All through the night, wondering why.  

When you're in love, you may ask yourself or 

think; 

You may ask yourself is it real? 

And then be afraid to blink. 

For if it's a dream, it's one you shall remember 

forever. 

When you think of true love, 

Never say never! 

 

 

 

Springtime Holidays 

BY JAYDE GARTNER 

Lovers swoon on Valentine’s Day. 

Their love emits a glow. 

They sing and smile and start to sway, 

Dancing to and fro. 

The day will soon be over, 

And many soon will pass, 

Before the snow will melt, 

To show the springtime grass. 

 

Leprechauns will frolic, 

Among the March-time air, 

St. Patty’s day is approaching! 

Be sure to dye your hair! 

Irish pride is glowing, 

Green with beads and luck. 

I really hope these holidays 

Won’t immensely suck! 

 

“Les Misérables” film review 
BY COLLEEN HOFFMANN 

 

This musical, based on Victor Hugo’s novel, is 

about events taking place in France during the 

nineteenth century. It focuses around a man, Jean 

Valjean (Hugh Jackman), who was imprisoned for 

nineteen years for stealing a loaf of bread. When 

released from prison, he is chased down by In-

spector Javert (Russell Crowe). As he is chased, 

he meets a bishop who convinces him to devote 

his life to God, thus leading him on the rest of his 

journey. The title is accurate to the story and 

shows a truthful portrayal of life in France during 

this time, which was far from perfect. There is 

plenty of hardship, some comic relief (provided by Helena Bonham Carter and 

Sacha Baron Cohen as the Thénardiers), and amazing music. This film features 

an all-star cast and true-to-times scenery and costuming. Even though some 

performances are lacking, the rest of the cast picks up the slack. If you are a fan 

of musicals or historical movies, this is the film for you. Oh, and remember to 

bring tissues; it’s a tearjerker.  

Senior Spotlights 
BY HANNAH MURRAY 

 

 

Anna Spoden 
 

Senior Anna Spoden, 17, is very heavily involved 

in art classes. She enjoys the freedom of independ-

ent studio, and is wonderful at painting pictures 

and drawing. She is very proud of her artistic and 

band accomplishments. She has attended the 

WAMAC Art Show every year, and she is also the 

horn section leader in band. Something she’d like 

to say to the younger classmen is “High school 

really does fly by. I didn’t believe it as a freshman, 

but really take it all in, and take advantage of every 

moment and every opportunity you can.” 

 
 

Kyle John Naber 

 

Kyle Naber, 17, loves math the most out of all of the 

core subjects. He enjoys it the most because it is 

concrete, not philosophical and opinionated. Two 

plus two will always equal four, just how he likes it. 

Outside of school, Kyle enjoys video games and 

making videos. Kyle likes video games because he 

gets to live the story rather than only watching them. 

Kyle knows that although it sounds nerdy, he is 

most proud of his GPA. Something Kyle would like 

everyone to know is he was “forced by a girl who 

knows karate to do this interview.” He did not do it 

willingly.  
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February 

 13 No School - Professional 

  Development  

 

 

 

Looking Ahead... 

April 

 1 No School (Spring Break)  

 2 Make up day from Dec. 20 

 17 3-Hour Early Dismissal - 

    Professional Development 

 

May 

 1 3-Hour Early Dismissal - 

  Professional Development 

 17 No School- Professional  

  Development  

 27 No School- Memorial Day 

 29 Make up day for Jan. 28th  

  3-Hour Early Dismissal - 

  Tentative Last Day of School  
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March 

 6 3-Hour Early Dismissal - 

  Professional Development 

 15 2-Hour Early Dismissal for 

  Conference Prep; End of 3rd 

  Quarter 

 18 Begin of 4th Quarter 

19, 21  2-Hour Early Out; Parent-

  Teacher Conferences 

 28 No School (Teacher Comp. 

  Day) 

 29 No School (Spring Break) 
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